A HISTORY OF POLAND
his head was turned by the stir ho had created. He set
off' on another expedition, and in November 1444
encountered the Turks at Varna. The Crusaders were
practically exterminated, and Wladislaw and the Cardinal
Julian both fell upon the field of battle.
An interregnum of throe years followed the death of
Wladislaw HI.  This interval, met with fairly frequently
in Polish history, was occasioned by several causes, the
first being the unwillingness of the Senate to credit the
account of die king's death, which only readied Warsaw
some months after it actually occurred.  Finally, couriers
were sent to satisfy the Senators that the report was true ;
and having confirmed this, they offered die crown to
Casimir, Grand Duke of Lithuania and brother of the
dead king.  Casimir's first impulse was to refuse, and in
this he was sustained by the advice of the Lithuanian
nobles.   The union of the two kingdoms was of too
recent date to have promoted a perfect understanding,
or settled the many differences, between Poland and
Lithuania. The appointment of Casimir as Grand Duke
had been designed as a concession to the pride of the
Lithuanian nobles, and was welcomed by diem as pro-
viding a special representative and champion of their
interests and privileges.   Naturally they did not look
with any favour upon the proposal to elevate him to the
dirone; and under their influence Casimir declined the
proffered honour.
The difficulty of obtaining a substitute, however, was
not easily overcome, and when the interregnum had
become inordinately prolonged, Casimir yielded to the
entreaties of Queen Sophia, the widow of the first
Jagiello, and accepted the crown. He announced his
decision at a moment when the nobles of Poland had
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